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the change we have just witnessed imperatively necessary. It
has been the custom of the friends of the Administration
hitherto, whenever charges of this kind are brought up, instead
of answering them, to tell you that they endear the President
more than ever to the American people; that his renomination
is a sure thing, etc.; and that Horace Greeley is a friend of Hank
Smith. Now is this satisfactory? Let us have a candid answer,
without allusions to cigars, or fast horses, or investments, or
summer vacations, Hank Smith, or Horace Greeley.

No dollar of the Leet and Stocking " plum " ever reached
President Grant or any member of his family. We are
left to conjecture what were his reasons for allowing the
scandal to continue so long after the facts became known.
Judging his course here by his second term, we are forced
to conclude that his combativeness was aroused by the
criticisms of Schurz, Trumbull, and others, which he inter-
preted as marks of personal hostility to himself. In fact,
his senatorial supporters so interpreted them in public
discussions. He probably upheld Leet for the same rea-
sons that he shielded Babcock in the greater scandal of
the St. Louis Whiskey Ring in 1876.1 It was a mistake,
however, to suppose (if he did suppose) that Trumbull was
moved by any personal hostility. An interview with the
latter, dated December 3, 1871, published in the Louis-
ville Courier-Journal,* shows that he was still on friendly
terms with the President. His interlocutor began by ask-
ing him if he would consent to the use of his name as a
conservative candidate for the Presidency against Gen-
eral Grant, to which the "Illinois statesman replied with
more than usual emphasis, 'No sir, I would not.'"

Then the following conversation ensued:

1  Rhodes, History of the United States, vn, 182-89.

2  This interview was reprinted in the New York Times of December 6. It is
corroborated in sentiment by the Trumbull manuscripts of that date, but it was
probably not intended for publication.  It purports to be a conversation be-
tween Trumbull and an ex-Senator." to show that the
